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The dogmatift is fine of every thing, and the fceptick be- 
lieves nothing. Watts’s Logick. 

Skeptical, adj. [from skeptick.} Doubtful ; pretending to 
univerfal doubt. 

May the Father of mercies confirm the fceptical and wa- 
vering minds, and fo prevent us that fland faff, in all our do- 
ings, and further us with his continual help. Bentley. 

Ske'pticism. n.f. [fcepticifme, French, from fceptick.'] Univer- 
fal doubt; pretence or profeffion of univerfal doubt. 

I laid by my natural diffidence and jcepticifm for a while, to 
take up that dogmatick way. Dryden. 

Sketch, n.f. [Jhbedula, Latin.] An outline ; a rough draught ; 
a firfl: plan. 

I (hall not attempt a charadler of his prefent majefty, hav- 
ing already given an imperfect fketch of it. Addijon. 

As the lighted: fketch , if juflly trac’d, 

Is by ill colouring but the more difgrac’d. 

So by falfe learning is good fenfe defac’d. Pope 

To Sketch, v. n. [from the noun.] 

1. To draw, by tracing the outline. 

If a picture is daubed with many glaring colours, the vul- 
gar eye admires it ; whereas he judges very contemptuoufly of 
fome admirable defign fketched out only with a black pen- 
cil, though by the hand of Raphael. Watts’s Logick . 

2. To plan, by giving the firfl: or principal notion. 

The reader I’ll leave in the mid ft of filence, to contemplate 
thofe ideas which I have only Jkeich’d, and which every man 
muft finifh for himfelf. Dryden s Dufrefnoy. 

Ske'wer. n.f. [ fkere , Danifh.] A wooden or iron pin, ufed 
to keep meat in form. 

Sweet breeds and collops were with fkewers prick’d 
About the fides. Dryden s Iliad. 

From his rug the Jkewer he takes, 

And on the flick ten equal notches makes. Sivift . 

I once may overlook, 

A Jkewer fent to table by my cook. King. 

Send up meat well fluck with fkewers , to make it look round; 
and an iion Jkewer , when rightly employed, will make it look 
handfomer. Swift’s Directions to the Cook. 

To Skewer, v a. [from the noun.] To faften with fkewers. 
Skiff, n.f [« efquife , French -,fcapha, Lat.] A fmall light boat. 
If in two Jkiffs of cork, a loadftone and fteel be placed with- 
in the orb of their activities, the one doth not move, the other 
Handing Hill ; but both fleer into each other. 

Brown’s Vulgar Err ours . 
In a poor Jkiff he pafs’d the bloody main, 

Choak’d with the flaughter’d bodies of his train. Dryden » 
On Garrway cliffs 
A favage race by fhipwreck fed, 

Lie waiting for the founder’d Jkijfs, 

And flrip the bodies of the dead. Swift. 

Ski'lful. adj. [Jkill and full.] Knowing; qualified with fkill ; 
poffeffing any art ; dexterous ; able. 

His father was a man of Tyre, Jkilful to work in gold and 
fjver. 2 Cbron. ii. 14. 

They fhall call the hufbandman to mourning, and fuch as 
are Jkilful of lamentation, to wailing. Amos v. 16. 

Will Vafer is Jkilful at finding out the ridiculous fide of a 
tiling, and placing it in a new light. Taller . 

Say, Stella, feel you no content, 

Refledting on a life well fpent; 

Your Jkilful hand employ’d to fave 
Defpairing wretches from the grave : 

And then fupporting with your flore 
Thofe whom you dragg’d from death before. Swift. 

Inflrudlors fhould not only be Jkilful in thofe fciences which 
they teach ; but have fkill in the method of teaching, and 
patience in the praaice. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 
Skilfully, adv. [from Jkilful.] With fkill; with art; with 
uncommon ability ; dexteroufly. 

As foon as he came near me, in fit diflance, with much fury, 
but with fury Jkilfully guided, he ran upon me. Sidney. 

Ulyffes builds a fhip with his own hands, as Jkilfully as a 
(hipwright. Broome. 

Ski'l fulness, n.f. [from Jkilful.] Art; ability; dextrouf- 

nefs. . 

He fed them according to the integrity of his heart,, and 

ouided them by the Jkilfulnefs of his hands. P films lxxviii. r ] 2 . 

Skill, n.f. [ Jkil > Iflandick.] . . 

r. Knowledge of any pradlice or art; readinefs in any pra- 
ctice; knowledge; dexterity; artfulnefs. 

Skill in the weapon is nothing without fack. Sbakefpeare. 
You hav« 

As little fkill to fear, as I have purpofe 

To put you to’t. Sbakefpeare. 

Oft nothing profits more 
Than felf-efteem grounded on juft and right, 

Well manag’d ; of that skill the more thou know’ll, 

The more fhe will acknowledge thee her head. Milton. 

I will from wond’rous principles ordain 
A race unlike the firfl, and try my Jkill again. Dryden. 


Phocion the Athenian general, then ambalPdor from 
(late, by his great wifdom and Jkill at negotiations, diverted 
Alexander from the conqueft of Athens, and reftored the Athe 
nians to his favour. g w j f 

2. Any particular art. 

Learned in one Jkill, and in another kind of learning un 

fkilful. . lh,r. 

To Skill, v. n. [ Jkilia , Iflandick ] 

1. To be knowing in ; to be dextrous at. 

They that Jkill not of fo heavenly matter, 

All that they know not, envy or admire. Spenfer 

The overfeers were all that could Jkill of inflrumeVits of 
mufick. 2 Cbrcn. xxxiv. 12 

One man of wifdom, experience, learning, and dire&ion* 
may judge better in thofe things that he cun Jkill of, than ten 
thoufand others that be ignorant. Whttgift e 

2. [Skilia, Iflandick, fignifies to diftinguifh.] To differ; to 
make difference; to filtered ;' to matter. Not in ufe. 

Whether the commandments of God in feripture be gene- 
ral or fpecial, it f'illetb not. Hooker 

What /kills it, if a bag of flones or gold 
About thy neck do drown thee ? raife thy head. 

Take flars for money; flars not to be told, 

By any art : yet to be purchas’d. 

None is fo waftful as the feraping dame, 

She lofeth three for one ; her foul, reft, fame. Herbert, 
He intending not to make a fummer bufinefi of it, but a 
refolute war, without term prefixed, until he had recovered 
France, it Jkiilcd not much when he began the war, eipecial- 
ly having Calais at his back where he might winter. Bacon. 
Ski'lled. adj. [from Jkill.’] Knowing; dextrous; acquainted 
with. 

Of thefenor jl/Mnor ftudious. Milton. 

Mofes, in all the Egyptian arts •wasJkilPd , 

When heav’nly power that chofen veffel fill’d. Denham. 
He muft be very little Jkill’ d in the world, who thinks that 
a voluble tongue fhall accompany only a good underfland- 
ing. Lode. 

SkFlless. adj. [from Jkill.~\ Wanting art. Not in ufe. 

Nor have I feen 

More that I may call men than you : 

Flow features are abroad I’m Jkillefs of. Sbakefpeare, 

Jealoufly what might befal your travel, 

Being Jkillefs in thefe parts; which to a flranger 
Unguided and unfriended, often prove 
Rough and unhofpitable. Sbakefpeare’ s Twelfth Night, 

Thy wit, that ornament to fhape and love, 

Mifhapen in the condu£l of them both, 

Like powder in a Jkillefs foldier’s flafk 
Is fet on fire. Sbakefpeare’ s Romeo and Juliet. 

Ski'llet. n.f. [ efcuellette , French.] A fmall kettle or boiler. 
When light-wing’d toys 
Of feather’d Cupid foil with wanton dullnefs 
My fpeculative and offic’d inflruments. 

Let houfe-wives make a fkillet of my helm, 

And all indign and bafe adverfities 

Make head againfl my eftimation. Sbakefpeare' s Othello. 

Break all the wax, and in a kettle or Jkiliet let it over a 
foft fire. Mortimer s Hufkandry. 

Skilt. n.f. [A word ufed by Cleaveland , of which 1 know 
not either the etymology or meaning.] 

Smeitymnus ! ha! what art? 

Syriack? Or Arabick? Or Welfh? What Jkilt ? 

Ape all the bricklayers that Babel built. Cleaveland. 

To Skim. v. a. [properly to Jcurn , from fcum\ efeume , French.] 

1 . To clear off from the upper part, by palling a veffel a litt.e 

below the furface. 

My coz Tom, or his coz Mary, 

Who hold the plough or jfkim the dairy, 

My fav’rite books, and pictures fell. 

2. To take by fkimming. _ ‘ 

She boils in kettles muft of wine, and Jkims 
With leaves the dregs that overflow the brims. Dryden* 
His principal fludies were after the works of Titian, e 
cream he has fkimm’d. Dryden s Dure [w- 

The furface of the fea is covered with its bubbles, wni 
it rifes, which they skim ofr into their boats, and afterwar s 

feparate in pots. J 

Whilome I’ve feen her skim the cloated cream> 

And prefs from fpongy curds the milky flream. ^ 

3. To brufh the furface flightly ; to pafs very near the furface. 

Nor feeks in air her humble flight to raiie, ^ 

Content to fkim the furface of the feas. 

The fwallow Jkims the river’s watry face. W' ' 

A winged eaflern blafljufl: skimming o er prior. 

The ocean’s brow, and finking on the fhoie. 

4. To cover fuperficially. Improper. 

Dang’rous flats in fecret ambufh lay, ^ 

Where the falfe tides fkim o’er the cover’d land. 

And feamen with diflembled depths bctiav. 
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To Sri M. v. n. To pafs lightly ; to glide along. 

Thin airy fhapes o’er the furrows rife, 

A dreadful feene ! and fkim before his eyes. Add 

When Ajax flrives fome rock’s vaft weight to throw. 

The line too labours, and the words move flow ; 

Not fo when fwift Camilla fcours the plain. 

Flies o’er th’ unbending corn, and Jkims along the main. P ope. 
Such as have a&ive fpirits, who are ever fkimming over the 
furface of things with a volatile fpirit, will fix nothing in their 
memory. Watts’s Improvement of the Mind. 

I' hey fkim over a fcience in a very fuperficial furvey, and 
never lead their difciples into the depths of it. Watts. 

The boat, light fkimming , flretch’d his oary wings. Tbomf 

Ski'mblesk amble, adj. [A cant word formed by reduplica- 
tion from fcamble.} Wandering; wild. 

A couching lion and a ramping cat. 

And fuch a deal of fkimblefkamble fluff. 

As puts me from my faith. Sbakefpeare. 

Ski'mmer. n.f. [from fkim.] A (hallow veffel with which 
the feum is taken off. 

Wafh your wheat in three or four waters, flirring it round ; 
and with a fkimmer , each time, take off the light. Mortimer. 

Sk'immilk. n. f. \_Jkirn and milk.} Milk from which the cream 
has been taken. 

Then cheefe was brought : fays Slouch, this e’en fhall roll ; 
This is fkimmilk , and therefore it fhall go. King. 

SKIN, n.f [ Jkind , Danifh.] 

1. The natural covering of the flefh. It confifts of the cuticle , 
outward fkin, or fcarf fkin, which is thin and infenfible, and 
the cutis , or inner fkin, extremely fenfible. 

The body is confumed to nothing, the fkin feeling rough 
and dry like leather. Harvey on Confumptions. 

The pried on Jkins of offerings takes his eafe, 

And nightly vifions in his (lumber fees. Dryden’ s AEn. 

2. Hide; pelt; that which is taken from animals to make parch- 
ment or leather. 

3. The body ; the perfon. 

We meet with many of thefe dangerous civilities, wherein 
’tis hard for a man to fave both his fkin and his credit. L’Ejlr. 

To Skin. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To flay ; to flrip or dived of the fkin. 

The beavers run to the door to make their efcape, are there 
intangled in the nets, feized by the Indians, and immediately 
Jkinned. Ellis’s Voyage . 

2 . To cover with the fkin. 

It will but fkin and film the ulcerous place, 

• Whilft rank corruption, mining all within, 

Infcdls unfeen. Sbakefpeare. 

Authority, though it err like others. 

Has yet a kind of medicine in itfelf, 

Tha t Jkins the vice o’ th’ top. Sbakefp. Mraf.for Meaf. 

The wound was Jkinned ; but the flrength of his thigh was 
not reftored. Dryden. 

It only patches up and Jkins it over, but reaches not to the 
bottom of the fore. Locke. 

The laft flage of healing, or Jkinning over, is called cica- 
trization. Sharps Surgery. 

3- To cover fuperficially. 

What I took for folid earth was only heaps of rubbifh, 
Jkinned over with a covering of vegetables. Addifon. 

Skink. n.f. [ycenc, Saxon.] 

L Drink; any thing potable. 

2. Pottage. 

Scotch Jkijik, which is a pottage of flrong nourifhment, is 
made with the knees and finews of beef, but long boiled • jel- 
ly alfo of knuckles of veal. Bacon’s Nat. Hillary. 

1 0 oKiNK. v, n. [pcencan, Saxon.] To ferve drink. Both 
noun and verb are wholly obfolete. 

Ski'nker. n.f. [from Jkink.] One that ferves drink. 

1 give thee this pennyworth of fugar, clapt even now into 
my hand by an under Jkinker-, one that never fpake other Enir- 

wilt & than eight <hi " ings and f0£ rt you £ e 

u „ , , Sbakefp. Henry IV. 

Hang up all the poor hop-drinkers, 

„ s old Sym, the king of Jkinktrs. Ben. Johnfon. 

His mother took the cup the clown had fill’d : 

! he reconciler bowl went round the board, 

Sx-t'vx Ch ’ the rude Jkinker flill reftor’d. Dryden 

ther i hardf 'calku^'- 1 HaVing ** ° f ^ ° r lea ' 

theU en the U,Ce I l ’ ecomes fou ’’ and barges a nafty ichor, 

tfeTf of t r k in ’ and ’ 

[fro mfiin.J A dealer in fkin, ^ 

Ski' KN v NE w; If Thequalityof being fkinnv. 

flefh. ' J ’ J Confifting only of fkin; wanting 

Her choppy finger laying 

Le P a°ft n" A'""-? '‘P 3 - Shahefp. Macbeth 

hurt the - hefe C f tila S es of the windpipe fhould 

thufe anXv’ “ te " der j and of a W fubftance, 

unuiary grtftles are not made round j but where the gull 
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let touches the windpipe, there, to fill up the circle, is only a 
foft membrane, which may eafily give way. Ray on the Creation * 
His fingers meet 

In Jkinny films, and fhape his oary feet. Addifon’ s Ovid. 

To SKIP. v. n. [ fquittire , Italian ; efquirer , French, 
not whether it may not come from Jeape .] 

To fetch quick bounds ; to pafs by quick leaps ; to bound 
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I. 


Drayton 

Hudibras. 


2. 


lightly and joyfully. 

Wasnotlfrael a derifion unto thee ? Was he found among 
thieves? For fince thou fpakefl of him, thou fkippedfl for 
joy. Jer. xlviii. 27* 

The queen, bound with love’s powerful’fl charm 
Sat with Pigwiggen arm in arm : 

Her merry maids, that thought no harm, 

About the room were fkipping. 

At fpur or fwitch no more he fkipt , 

Or mended pace, than Spaniard whipt. 

The earth-born race 
O’er ev’ry hill and verdant paflure flray, 

Skip o’er the lawns, and by the rivers play. Blaekmore. 
John Jkipped from room to room, ran up flairs and down 
flairs, peeping into every cranny. Arbutbn. Hijl. of J. Bull. 
Thus each hand promotes the pleafing pain, 

And quick fenfations flap from vein to vein. Pope’s Dunciod. 

The lamb thy riot dooms to bleed to-day. 

Had he thy reafon, would he fkip and play ? Pope. 

To pafs without notice. 

Pope Pius II. was wont to fay, that the former popes did 
wifely to fet the lawyers a-work to debate, whether the dona- 
tion of Conflantine the Great to Sylvefler of St. Peter’s patri- 
mony were good or valid in law or no ; the better to fkip over 
the matter in fa£l, whether there was ever any fuch thing at all 
or no. Bacon s Apophthegms. 

A gentleman made it a rule, in reading, to fkip over all fen- 
tences where he fpied a note of admiration at the end. Swift. 

To Skip. v.a. [ ejquirer , French.] To mifs; to pafs. 

Let not thy lword fkip one : 

Pity not honour’d age for his white beard ; 

He is an ufurer. Sbakefp. Timon of Athens. 

Although to engage very far in fuch a metaphyfical fpecula- 
tion were unfit, when I only endeavour to explicate fluidity, 
yet we dare not quite fkip it over, left we be accufed of over- 
feeing it. Boyle. 

They who have a mind to fee the iffue may fkip thefe two 
chapters, and proceed to the following. “ Burnet. 

Skip, n, f. [from the verb,] A light leap or bound. 

He looked very curioufly upon himfelf, fometimes fetching 
a Iittl efiip, as if he had Laid his flrength had not yet forfaken 

Sidney . 

You will make fo large a fkip as to ca ft yourfelf from the 
land into the water. More’s Antidote againfl Atheifm. 

Sk'ipjack. n.f [fkip and jack.} An upftart. 

The want of fliame or brains does not prefently entitle 
every little Jkipjack to the board’s end in the cabinet. L’Eftr. 

Ski pkennel. n. f [ fkip and kennel.} A lackey; a footboy. 

Skipper, n.f. [ febipper , Dutch.] A fhipmafter or fhipboy. 
Are not you afraid of being drowned too ? No, not I, favs 
tht /kipper. ' VEJirange. 

INo doubt you will return very much improved.' Yes, 

refined like a Dutch Jkipper from a whale-fifhing. Congreve. 

Skippet. n.f [Probably from Jkiff.} A fmall boat. 

Upon the bank they fitting did efpy 
A dainty damfel, dreffing of her hair, 

^ By whom a little Jkippet floating did appear. Fairy Queen. 

fcKi rmish. n.f. [from ys and carm , Welfh, the fhout ofwar* 
whence yfgarm, and. yfgarmes, old Britifh words. Maes a naw 

a a ™” an > fa Y s a n ancient writer. Efcarmouche, French.] 

1. A flight fight : lefs than a fet battle. 

x ^ ne yes, a fkirmijh more there was 

With adverfe fortune fought by Cartifmand ; 

Her fubjeas moft revolt. Philips’s Briton. 

2. A contefl ; a contention. 

There is a kind of merry war betwixt fignior Benedick and 
her : they never meet but there’s a fkirmijh of wit. Sbakefp. 

l hele JkirmiJkes expire not with the firfl propugners of the 
opinions : they perhaps began as fingle duellers ; but then thev 
oon ave their partifans and abettors, who not only enhance, 
but in tail the feud to poflerity . D J y of Pi \ 

°T n ‘ C efearmoueber, French ; from the noun J 

o hght loofely ; to fight in parties before or after the (hock 
or tne main battle. 

Ready to charge, and to retire at will ; 

Though broken, fcatter’d, fled, they fkirmijh flill. Fairfax 
A gentleman volunteer, Jkirmijhing with the enemy before 
orcefter, was run through his arm in the middle of the 

fhoufder" h 3 ’ ^ ^ W ‘ th 3 mufket-bullet in the fame 

s., ™ s, b ’, ,h ; - “"■« SriSrs: 

To Sk“r r e i /' rri? m He who fkirmifhes. Amf. 

i o oki r r e . V. a. [This word feems to be derived from ran 

HZ’ l Ur T C r an 5 unlefs ie fcal1 be rather dedu « d from 
"^““•3 T ° fc ° ur i » ™t>l= over in order to clear. 
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